
Sibylle Rupprecht, IRF-GPC Director General, looks towards sound mobility management at the 
3rd Regional Conference of the International Road Federation 3rd-4th October 2008 in New Delhi, India

was organised by the Geneva-based
International Road Federation.

In the context of massive road development
activities in the region and India in particular,
road transport has become more and more
attractive over the years. The high demand for
mobility brought a substantial growth in motor
vehicle ownership, including motorcycles,
coupled with poor road user behaviour. This has
led to a serious concern about the road safety
situation. 
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The International Road Federation (IRF), founded in 1948, is the only world forum advocating better and
safer roads through better road design and construction bearing in mind the user. It is a unique institution
that brings together members active in road infrastructure from both the private and public sectors. 

The IRF promotes roads that are safe, economically viable and ecologically friendly. The IRF believes
that a sound road infrastructure brings prosperity, fights poverty, furthers education and gives better access
to health services. IRF promotes sustainable mobility taking into consideration the socio-economic 
context, the needs of the users and promoting co-modality whenever possible. The IRF is an international
not-for-profit organisation with UN consultancy status.

International 
Road Federation
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More than 1.2 million deaths and 23 million
injuries are caused by road accidents
worldwide every year. Of these, India
accounts for 10% of fatal accidents.

These alarming figures were disclosed by the
speakers at the 3rd Regional IRF Conference on
'Mobility and Safety in Road Transport' to some
250 engineers and experts who took part in this
event. KH Muniyappa, minister of state for
Shipping, Road Transport and Highways,
inaugurated this important conference, which

Stark reminders of
accident levels
show exactly how
many people die
on India's roads
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The World Health Organisation (WHO)
estimates that worldwide road traffic injuries will
move up from 9th position of leading causes of
death in 2004 to 5th position by 2030. This
means that the current figure of 1.2 million
victims is set to double by 2030. Road crashes
are the leading cause of death for young people
aged 10-24. According to the WHO projections,
road crashes will be the leading cause of
disability and premature death for children aged
5 and over in developing countries by 2015.

Road crashes cost developing countries up to
$100 billion each year, a figure equivalent to all
official overseas aid.

About two-thirds of road accidents and one-
third of road fatalities occur in urban areas, with
pedestrians and cyclists being the most
vulnerable road users. To save lives, there is a
requirement for safer infrastructure, safer
behaviour, safer vehicles and better enforcement
of traffic rules. 

Efficient urban mobility which is both safer
and more environmentally friendly is essential to
guarantee a higher quality of life. Cities should
be places where people can live, work and
spend their leisure time, being at the same time
affordable.

It is against this background, that the 3rd
Regional IRF Conference looked into the
following four broad themes: Urban Mobility and
Safety; Road Developments and Safety
Implications; Management of Mobility and Road
Safety; Institutional and Legislative Capacity for
Road Safety.

The Conference deliberations and the panel
discussion showed a high degree of passion for
ensuring mobility in developing countries

without compromising on high standards of
safety. In the valedictory session, 18 important
proposals were elaborated, recognising that
actions must include the three E's (Engineering,
Education, and Enforcement).

KK Kapila, conference chair and vice
chairman of IRF summarised the key
recommendations: It is recommended that all
agencies must work collectively to reduce road
fatalities substantially in the next three years
with a built-in review mechanism. Besides, a
mission-oriented concerted effort is required to
reach safety targets by reducing the risks from
all perspectives. This effort should include major
advertising and educational campaigns for the
public at large. The states are encouraged to
subscribe to this. The IRF will consider
introducing a national award to recognise the
state with the highest reduction of fatalities. The
traffic police officers demonstrating a high level
commitment to reducing road fatalities are to be
awarded a distinction as recognition.

Urban roads must be planned and designed
to meet the need for mobility effectively, but
without compromising the safety for any of the
various road users.

The use of ITS should be recognised and fully
used for effective management of mobility and
safety.

New cars should include all in-vehicle safety
devices.

The access to roads must be regulated to
avoid mixed traffic, which leads to accidents and
traffic interruptions.

Road Safety Audits should be made
mandatory (similar to the system practiced in
the railway sector) to ensure road safety aspects

www.irfnet.org

▼

Crossing facilities on
Indian roads are
limited and this results
in high levels of
accidents, particularly
in busy cities

THE ROADS SHOULD BE
WELL MAINTAINED TO MEET
THE MOBILITY AND SAFETY
REQUIREMENTS, AND ANY
ACCIDENT BLACKSPOTS
SHOULD BE IDENTIFIED AND
ADDRESSED AS A PRIORITY

“

”
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US president-elect Obama 
and the future of America's roads

are built into all projects from planning to
operating stage. 

Enough funding should be allocated to make
roads safe. The 'Make Roads Safe' campaign
recommends that at least 10% of road budgets
provided by the World Bank (WB) and other
major lenders should be devoted to road safety.

Accident statistics must be one of the
priorities and collection of accident data can be
made the responsibility of the highway
contractor, which can provide suitably trained
professionals for this purpose. Analysis of crash
causes should be carried out soon after the
accident by a professional team from the
contractor. A crash investigation laboratory
should also be established in different regions of
the country.

There should be an earmarked budget for
traffic engineering and safety management in
urban and regional zones. The staff should be
especially trained in these functions. 

The National Road Safety Board (NRSB) and
State Road Safety Board (SRSB) are being
established as a consequence of the Sunder
Committee recommendations. These authorities
will help to improve safety, setting targets and
objectives to be met.

A Road Safety and Traffic Management
Department should be established in each city
and in each district headquarters, manned by
trained staff. All activities of the SRSB should be
implemented through these departments.

Road safety devices, including ITS
technologies, should be given duty exemptions,
similar to specialised road construction
equipment.

Tax exemption should be given to the private
sector for creating facilities such as pedestrian
under- or overpass, cycle paths, pedestrian
crossings. Such initiatives intended to improve
vulnerable road user safety could be exempted
from tax up to the cost of building the required
infrastructure and any income generated from
them.

Underground parking in commercial
complexes, parking facilities at transport

terminals and stations should be constructed to
encourage park-and-ride facilities and promote
use of public transport systems.

Local road safety committees should be setup
in different urban zones and state districts.
Representatives of Road Authorities, Police,
RWAs, senior local road professionals shall be
members of this committee, which shall meet on
a monthly basis and should be made
accountable for implementation of road safety
measures. The committee shall report to the
State Road Safety Board.

The roads should be well maintained to meet
the mobility and safety requirements, and any
accident blackspots should be identified and
addressed as a priority.

The problem of overloaded vehicles, which
cause many accidents and have a negative
impact on road infrastructure, should be
addressed by stringent enforcement laws.

All motorcycles, scooters, mopeds and
bicycles should bear reflecting markings. All
slow moving vehicles without motive power
should be provided with reflectors at the front
and rear.

The 3rd Regional IRF Conference on Mobility
and Safety in Road Transport was a great
success. It was felt by the speakers and
delegates that important progress need to be
made to integrate road safety into mobility
management policies and programs, which are
generally promoted as ways to reduce traffic
congestion, parking problems and pollution
emissions. This is a major shortcoming, because
road safety should be one of the main objectives
of any urban mobility plan. 

The IRF considers it a duty to look into these
problems and to examine solutions that
anticipate and deal with traffic accidents in
conurbations, to highlight the close links
between safety and other objectives, such as
multimodality, road sharing and quality of life.
The IRF believes that sound mobility
management strategies can increase traffic
safety significantly, in addition to providing other
economic and environmental benefits. ■

The current US transportation funding law
expires in September 2009. The current law
allocates US$286 billion to highway and

transportation projects. However, simply re-
authorising the same amount will not be
sufficient to build, maintain and improve the
nation's roads, bridges, airports, and other
deteriorating infrastructure.

The backlog of projects unaddressed has

swollen to the point where the American Society
of Civil Engineers (ASCE) says it will take $1.6
trillion to address the country's road and
infrastructure needs. The cost is so high due in
part to the decrease of federal funding.
According to Building America's Future, 50 years
ago 10% of non-defense spending was allocated
annually to infrastructure. Today, it is below 4%.

During his campaign, president-elect Barack

▼

Minister of State K H Muniyappa
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Obama made clear statements that he
understands the investment needs of America's
roads and bridges.  

In his speech before the US Conference of
Mayors in June, senator Obama said, "When it
comes to rebuilding America's essential but
crumbling infrastructure, we need to do more,
not less. Maintaining our levees and dams isn't
pork barrel spending, it's an urgent priority, and
that's what we'll do when I'm President. The
work will be determined by what will maximize
our safety, security, and shared prosperity."

When asked by the American Automobile
Association (AAA) how he would fund the

nation's transportation infrastructure needs,
Obama said: "I will work to reform the federal
transportation funding process, and also create
a new national infrastructure reinvestment bank
to invest $60 billion in additional direct federal
funding over 10 years into our transportation
infrastructure. The bank will use this $60 billion
to leverage private and public capital to spur
even more investments into our infrastructure. I
will pay for this plan by using a small amount of
the proceeds associated with winding down the
war in Iraq."

In addition, Obama says he will create a $25
billion emergency Jobs and Growth Fund to
replenish the Highway Trust Fund, prevent cuts
in road and bridge maintenance, and fund
school repairs. The Highway Trust Fund is
funded by the federal gas tax, which is currently
at 18.4 cents/gallon on gasoline and 24.4
cents/gallon on diesel.  This tax has not
changed since 1993 and has not kept pace with
the rate of inflation. And with US drivers buying
less fuel, the Highway Trust Fund is virtually an
empty wallet.

While the President-elect supports increased
spending, it is still a far cry from the levels
needed to restore America's roads and
infrastructure. Yet, Obama has made it clear he
is aware of the poor state of the nation's
infrastructure and has claimed, quite strongly,
that he plans to invest, creatively and
aggressively, in the future of the American
infrastructure.  

In that same interview with AAA, Obama
said, "Washington, DC, has not only provided
too few resources to maintain our existing
infrastructure, but also paid little attention to
building new infrastructure to accommodate a
growing population and the demands of a 21st-
century economy… That is simply unacceptable
both for the safety of the American people and
the continued growth of our economy." 

And clearly the American public is in support
of increased spending as well. According to the
American Road & Transportation Builders
Association (ARTBA), most voters
overwhelmingly said "yes" to measures that
would increase their tax burden to fund
transportation improvements. In total, the
measures would generate more than $71 
billion in new revenue for transportation
infrastructure work.

ARTBA tracked 37 state and local
transportation funding-related ballot initiatives
in 17 states. Of the 37 measures, 32-or 86%-
asked voters to initiate, extend or increase
taxes, or approve bonds to fund transportation
improvements.  Twenty-five-78% of the bond
and tax measures-were approved with an
average vote of 63%.

On January 20th 2009, president-elect Barack
Obama will be sworn in as the 44th President of
the United States. As he has claimed throughout
his campaign, Obama understands the critical
need for increased and innovative financing.
The IRF will work with its national associations
and representatives in the United States to
ensure roads and bridges remain a top priority
for the new Obama administration. ■

“
”

WHEN IT COMES TO REBUILDING AMERICA'S ESSENTIAL BUT
CRUMBLING INFRASTRUCTURE, WE NEED TO DO MORE, NOT LESS
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